
BALLYMAHON
VOCATIONAL
SCHOOL



2.

At Ballymahon Vocational School we have a proven record of academic achievement. We set 
high standards and ambitious goals in order to provide a top grade education where students 
receive a holistic education.  As Principal I am proud to be part of a dedicated management, 
who along with our very professional teaching staff work hard to ensure students experience 
success and inspire them to move through this phase of their educational journey. 
Ballymahon Vocational School is an innovative, progressive school fully committed to prepar-
ing our students for the demands of the 21st Century. Our school is co-educational and multi- 
denominational and provides an appropriate education for all students regardless of race, 
creed or ability. We offer the traditional Junior and Leaving Certificate programmes, Transition 
Year (TYP), Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme (LCVP), Leaving Certificate Applied 
(LCA) and Special Needs Support. We are also particularly proud of our Pastoral Care struc-
tures which ensure that students are cared for and nurtured in a kind, supportive environ-
ment. 
Ballymahon Vocational School has served the community for over 60 years with many of its 
past pupils achieving both national and international success. 

Our School 

Facili�es 

Our school currently have the following 
extensive facili�es available to us: 

2. Science lab’s  1 ICT/Coding 

2. Woodwork rooms 1.DCG/Graphics 

2. Metalwork rooms 1. Music 

1. Machine & Prep  1. Canteen 

1. Sports hall  1. Library 

1. Home economics   1. Polytunnel  

18. Gen Classrooms.  

 NEWS 2021 

Approved for  

4 General classrooms, 

4 Special Educa�on classrooms,   

2 science labs & Science Prep rooms 

1 Art room & art storage 

Ancillary Rooms and Ancillary storage  

Hello Everyone, 
My name is Mick O’Rourke and I have the fortunate posi�on of Principal here 
at Ballymahon Voca�onal School. I have the pleasure of working with a staff 
that go beyond the call of duty to ensure that our students feel welcome with-
in our school and that every opportunity is given to them to fulfil their poten-
�al, academically and socially. Our students are supported by dedicated teach-

ers, an excellent Pastoral Care Team, Home School Liaison, School Guidance and Year Head 
structure. 
The wide range of subject exper�se and extra-curricular ac�vi�es available to our students is 
integral to our success. Our school mo�o of “Where the individual ma�ers” has been evident 
from the first day that I stepped into the school. Our school community work together on a 
strong founda�on of mutual respect and as a result we progress together to the benefit of all. 
The voice of our student body is extremely important to us through our Student Council, Stu-
dent Mentor Programme and Digital Leaders Programme amongst other programmes and they 
have con�nuous input into our areas of development and investment as well as policy imple-
menta�on.  
I hope you take the opportunity to visit our website which is undergoing some refurbishment to 
watch our video and to take a virtual tour 
tour of our school. 
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Our School 

Pastoral Care 
We pride ourselves on being a school where the students’ voice is 
heard.  At the heart of the school is our distinctive motto ‘Where the 
Individual Matters’, which is shown through the excellent relation-
ships which exist between staff and students. A shared  vision  for  
the  school  is  held  by  staff,  students  and  parents, which has 
created a strong and caring community. With  the  aid  of  a  com-
mitted  pastoral  care  programme  we  promote well-being for all 
members of our school community and this is delivered within a 
caring and safe environment. Our expert  pastoral  care  team  en-
sures  that  students  who  are  experiencing difficulties, be they 
academic, emotional or social, are cared for in a sensitive and pro-
ductive manner. 

Home School Community Liaison Coordinator 
The Home School Community Liaison Coordinator promotes partnership and ac-
tive co-operation between home, school and community. Our Home School Com-
munity Liaison Co-Ordinator encourages and supports on-going communication 
between the school and the home. A range of support programmes are made 
available to parents throughout the school year. 

Book Rental Scheme 
All text books are provided under a book rental scheme, with books 
being distributed at the beginning of each school year for a standard  
fee.  Hugely  advantageous  to  parents, this scheme provides a 
valuable service within the school community, one which has a 
large take up level amongst families and is largely beneficial to all. 

School Meals 
The school meals programme operates a daily Breakfast Club and 
Lunch Club for our students who wish to avail of it. There is a wide va-
riety of hot meals provided free of charge to students. Our catering 
company serves the meals in our assembly hall which has suitable 
seating facilities for our students. 

Guidance & Counselling 
 

The Guidance Programme is designed to help students make informed, 
personal, educational and career decisions and also to help students de-
velop the skills necessary to achieve personal and career goals. Students 
have timetabled guidance classes. The Guidance Counsellor, Ms. Corkery 
offers students individual support in coping with personal issues, academic 
concerns and subject/career  choices. 

The Student Council comprises of three representatives from each 
year group, one from each class group. These representatives 
meet on a monthly basis to voice the opinions of the student body 
on matters relating to them. These include the development and 
review of policies, changes to school facilities, engagement with 
the wider community, fundraising and involvement in student focus 
groups such as curricular enhancement. 
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Extra Curricular Activities 

Gaisce 
 

We offer the Gaisce (President’s) Award 
Scheme, designed to challenge young people 
and encourage participation in a wide range of 
positive activities. In addition to the fantastic 
learning opportunities available, the receipt of a 
Gaisce Award provides a standard of personal 
achievement and success and will sit perfectly 
on any Curriculum Vitae. 

Sports 

We encourage sport in the school primarily for physical activity which is 
recognised as a component of good health. However, there are also 
other benefits to students such as instilling competitiveness, fair play 
and teamwork. Students participate in a range of sporting activities 
including Gaelic, Rugby, Basketball, Badminton, Table Tennis, Pool, 
Girls Active, Athletics and Equestrian. The school participates and has 
had considerable success in sporting competitions on a regional and 
national level. 

School Trips 
 

The school has organised a number of very        
successful European trips. First and Second 
Year students have an annual trip to Achill 
Outdoor Education Centre for activities such as 
surfing, coasteering and kayaking. 
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Co-Curricular Activities 

School Performances 

We are privileged in our school to have a very strong tradition of  Pantomime and Performance Arts incorporating 
music, dance and theatre. This is an important facet of education as Performing Arts is now an integral part of the 
new Junior Certificate Curriculum.  It also promotes student’s self-esteem, confidence and social skills. Our most 
recent performance “The Greatest Show” demonstrated our whole school inclusive approach, where staff and stu-
dents with the support of our parents and the local community produced a 
magnificent showcase of our wide and varied talents within the school. 

Young Scientist 

The Science Department offers each student the opportunity 
to participate in the prestigious BT Young Scientist and 
Technology Exhibition. Students are involved in researching, 
compiling data and presenting information. These are all es-
sential skills.  It also helps to build confidence in presenting 
as students learn how to articulate their ideas before speak-
ing to a panel of judges.  

Short Story Competitions 

We encourage students to engage in crea-
tive     writing  and  reading  for  pleas-
ure.  Students      participate in a Reading 
Challenge and a Short    Story Competition 
on an annual basis. 

European Parliament Ambassador Programme 
 

This programme aims to increase awareness of  European Democracy and 
Political choice among young people across the EU. 

Community Involvement 

We are lucky in Ballymahon to have a 
range of wonderful facilities and engage-
ment within our local community. Bonds 
with Bridgeways, Centreparcs and many 
more have helped us to deliver a holistic 
approach to education in our school 

Erasmus+ Programme 

Our school has been selected for funding by the European Com-
mission under the Erasmus+ Programme. Our innovative project 
proposes a mutual intercultural and language exchange be-
tween ourselves and five other schools from France, Belgium, 
Spain, Denmark and Bulgaria. Each school will showcase their 
country's legendary mythical stories. With an innovative project 
steeped in European literacy, heritage, foreign language and 
European culture, we just can't wait for our learning journey to 
begin where our students will host others and in turn travel to 
their respective countries. 
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Curriculum 

English Mathematics Irish History Geography 

Science CSPE SPHE Engineering Wellbeing 

PE Spanish French Music Visual Art 

Business  
Studies 

Graphics 
Wood  

Technology 
Information 
Technology 

Home 
Economics  

We offer a wide and varied curriculum in Ballymahon Vocational 
School. A strong focus on our student Wellbeing has been estab-
lished. Our students receive 400 hours of Wellbeing related tuition 
throughout their Junior Cycle programme in subjects such as Physi-
cal Education, Social Personal and Health Education, Civic Social 
and Political Education, Guidance and Social Health. Wellbeing con-
tinues through the Senior Cycle in the school also. Making decisions 
around subject choices can be a difficult one for students. To help 
our students in their decision making, all first year students complete 
a Taster Programme in their first year in school. They can then 
choose, with the aid of our Guidance Department, three optional 
subjects which they study up to Junior Certificate and may continue 
up to Leaving Certificate.  

Our Junior Cycle subjects 

Students study our core subjects of English, Maths, Irish, History, Geography, Science, CSPE, SPHE, 
and PE throughout the three years of their Junior Cycle. They sample all other subjects and select three 
of them to continue with for assessment over the course of the three years concluding with terminal ex-
ams in third year. 
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Curriculum 

English Mathematics Irish French Spanish 

History Geography LCVP Accounting DCG 

Chemistry Physics Biology Music Art 

Construction 
Studies 

Agricultural 
Science 

Home      
Economics Engineering Business 

Leaving Certificate Physical Education 

Transition Year 
Transition Year was introduced 
in September 2014.  This one 
year programme is designed to 
act as a bridge between the Jun-
ior Certificate and Leaving Cer-
tificate.  It offers students the 
opportunity to mature and devel-
op into young adults. It also pro-
vides students with many learn-
ing opportunities in preparation 
for further and  higher education 
and for the world of work.  Stu-
dents have a full   and   varied   
curriculum  including sampling 
Leaving Certificate subjects 
combined with a very wide range 
of extra curricular activities. 

Senior Cycle in Ballymahon Vocational School can be of two or three 
years duration, depending on participation in Transition Year. Subject 
choice for Leaving Certificate is based on student aspirations, career 
choices and entry requirements for the Universities and the Institutes of 
Technology. Advice on subject choice is provided through group and indi-
vidual guidance lessons or meetings with our Guidance Department. Stu-
dents generally study seven subjects for the Leaving Certificate examina-
tion. 
 

The school also offers the Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme 
(LCVP). The LCVP programme is designed to enhance the vocational 
dimension of the Leaving Certificate. It emphasises enterprise education 
and preparation for working life incorporating work experience. 

Our Senior Cycle  

Senior Cycle students study our Core subjects of English, Irish, Maths, RSE, PE and Guidance. They se-
lect four subjects from the additional subjects which they will be assessed on as part of their Leaving Cer-
tificate. In addition students may opt to study the LCVP programme. In the last academic year, the school 
has introduced Leaving Certificate Physical Education as an optional examination subject at Leaving Cer-
tificate level. 

Learning Support & Special Educational Needs 
 

Our SEN team meet weekly to address areas of concern for our stu-
dents. All students are assessed after enrolment to identify areas 
where support is needed. A conversation is held with each student’s 
parents to address areas of concern prior to the student starting in the 
school. Regular communication is maintained with parents throughout 
the time our students are part of our school community. 



Ballymahon Vocational School
Ballymahon, Co. Longford. 
N39HK23

090 64 32211

morourke.bvs@lwetb.ie

www.ballymahonvs.com
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